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Dr. Singer, would you please rise and remain standing while I say a few words.

If one were to ask 100 experienced medical directors who they would select as a person who has contributed more to the medical underwriting profession than all others, I’m confident that most, if not all, would say that such award should go to Dick Singer.

Indeed, when ALIMDA, which is now called the American Academy of Insurance Medicine, granted its first Distinguished Physicians Award back in October of 1980, their Nominating Committee unanimously chose Dick Singer as the first winner of that award.

Time limitations do not permit me to go over all of Dick Singer’s many achievements and industry contributions, but I would say, without any question, that the most important of these is Dick’s long and wonderful marriage to his wife Margaret, and I would like to have Margaret please stand and be recognized.  Margaret and Dick in some four months will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary.

I want to mention that Margaret is also a doctor.  She, too, is Dr. Singer.  She has a PhD in Biology. But this award, Margaret, does not go to you, Dr. Singer, but you, in fact.  It’s Dick Singer that’s getting this award.

Prior to getting into insurance medicine, Dick was a fellow in biochemistry at Harvard University, a flight surgeon, a naval flight surgeon in the U.S. and Pacific theaters of World War II, a professor of physiological chemistry and research medicine at the University of Pennsylvania.

He joined New England Mutual in 1952 where he worked for some 27 years, the last five of which as Second Vice President and Director of Medical Research.  As a fairly new Medical Director to this industry, I remember very well traveling to Boston and to New England Mutual for the purpose of taking a course in comparative mortality that Dick developed, and he periodically taught. 

And as a new member of the industry, I was very impressed with the operation that he had, with his research assistants: for example, a lady whose job it was to go over these high piles of medical journals on a daily basis seeking articles that contained good data on mortality and survival.  I was very impressed, and he had quite a wonderful operation there. 

Dick’s scientific and research background allowed him to recognize early on to the fullest extent possible underwriting practices had to be based on reliable mortality data.  He understood that while inter company studies on impairments, such as build and  blood pressure were, of course, extremely important, insured lives’ data for the majority of medical underwriting impairments could never be generated, and that insurers would have to find a practical way to derive meaningful comparative morality data from clinical literature.

And Dr. Singer did this.  Dick developed the methodology, and having done so, then created the opportunity for our industry to compile invaluable reference volumes on mortality statistics.   Application of his principles of mortality analysis to clinical studies led, in 1976, to the publication of the epic textbook, “Medical Risk, Patterns of Mortality and Survival.”  This text involved the evaluation of over 2,000 articles and took some ten years to develop, and Dr. Singer was the person that did the vast majority of this work.

As though chairing ALIMDA’s Mortality Monograph Committee 1965 to 1976 was not enough, he, after the publication of this text, was very, very active in assisting the project director and the co-editors of the following volume on mortality statistics, entitled, “Medical Risk, Trend in Mortality by Age and Time Elapsed,” which was published in 1990.

Dick has continued to serve the American Academy of Insurance Medicine as a consultant right up to the present time, and those who read the Journal of Insurance Medicine know what he has continued to often contribute to mortality abstracts to this publication.  So he’s remained extremely active from the time that he so-called retired form New England Mutual.

If there is one word that epitomizes Dr. Singer, I would select the work “integrity.”  Dick Singer is a man of high value.  The code that guides his personal life is evident in the innumerable contributions that he’s made to our industry.  Dick Singer believes that the strength of our industry depends on the actuarial integrity of the underwriter’s action.  Dick has devoted his professional life to this end.

So I compliment the Selection Committee of the Institute, and I’m proud to present the 1996 Emmett Russell, Jr. Award to Dr. Dick B. Singer.  

