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This year’s recipient began his career with Sovereign Life in 1963, and shortly thereafter moved to Great-West Life.

He actually moved to the policy holders service department at that time.  In 1967 our recipient was thinking of returning to university, but instead was introduced to underwriting.   

He was hooked on the interesting opportunities, in that it had its own education program.  The skills seemed to be transferable to other companies, and the job classification was high enough to afford a comfortable living. 

Our recipient spent 33 years with Great-West Life, with most of his career focused on the individual underwriting acquiring experience in both Canadian and U.S. underwriting. 

Through the years he held positions such as Underwriting Manager, Director of Human Resources, Director of Individual Operations; and finally in 1994 Vice President of Individual Underwriting and Claims.

In 1998 our Recipient Joined Clinical Reference Laboratory as Associate Director.  It is an honor to announce this year’s recipient for the Emmett Russell, Jr. Award winner, Brian Baxter.

Brian works tirelessly for the industry and is always willing to jump in and get involved, whatever the task.

I frequently, as many of us do, get calls from Brian on some urgent matter that he has just got involved in at the time.  He is a strong team player, and cherishes the friendships of his many industry friends. 

He is a popular speaker and has presented at many underwriting meetings in the U.S. and Canada, such as the Western, MUDD, CIU, IHOU, HOLUA, IUC, UAW and other non related underwriting groups, such as the Canadian Disability Congress. 

He has served and chaired on a number of industry committees, such as the AIDS Liaison Committee, the Canadian Risk Selection Committee and the Planning Committee for the IUC at Mexico City and Singapore.

He co–authored the CIU Constitution when the Canadian Head Office Life Underwriters Association wanted to change its name and its underwriting focus. 

As well, he co–authored The Guiding Principles to Underwriting with Harry Woodman a few years ago.

Brian co–chaired the Canadian Disability Seminar, now called the Canadian Living Benefits Seminar, and has played a major role in its growth and development.

Brian served as the President of the Institute 1992 to 1993; President of HOLUA 2000 – 2001; and the President of the Winnipeg FLMI Association.

Currently, Brian is a very active member of the AHOU Steering Committee and actually chaired the formidable task of developing the Constitution for the new organization.

In addition to industry commitments, Brian has worked in various capacities for the United Way, Chairing the Great-West Life Campaign, acting as a small business canvasser and as a member of their Speakers Bureau.

Even with all this activity, Brian has always found time for his cottage, for his lovely wife Linda for 34 years, his four children and his many dear friends.

It is truly and honor to present to you this years recipient of the Emmett Russell, Jr. Award, Brian Baxter

