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It is my pleasure to announce that the year 2000 recipient is William K. Phillips.  I’d life to ask Bill to ask Bill to stand and remain standing while I complete my introduction.

Bill has had a long and distinguished career as a leader in the underwriting profession.  He is known to hundreds of you in this room and has served as mentor to many, including myself. 

That unselfish commitment to the industry, and especially to the people in the industry, is in my opinion, one of Bill’s most significant contributions.

Throughout his career, not only has Bill held many important posts, but he also always demonstrated the personal dignity and demeanor that makes him a worthy role model, which in turn has given him even greater influence.

I know that he is personally proudest of his service on the Life Underwriting Education Committee during the crucial period from the mid 1970’s through the early 80’s. 

Bill was LUEC Chairman beginning in 1981, and convened the group that reviewed the revised the requirements for the FALU designation.  This included developing the ALU 3 Exam and expanded the required CLU courses.

This strengthening of our profession’s paramount Educational Program has served us well and continues now almost 20 years later.  Bill also used his considerable leadership influence to gain approval from HOLUA and the Institute for their formation of “On The Risk”.

Being instrumental at the birth of that publication is also one of Bill’s most meaningful contributions.  Bill’s personal educational background includes being Valedictorian of his high school class and then going on to get his B.A. in Political Science from the University of Richmond, where he held several leadership positions.

Over 30 years later, Bill earned his M.B.A. in 1989 form Michigan State where he had the distinction of being the oldest person in the class.  I’m sure we all respect the extra commitment it takes to complete a rigorous, academic endeavor like that, especially after already having been very successful in career and industry work.

Bill started his career as an underwriting trainee with Life of Virginia in 1958, and he worked with both career and brokerage distribution channels. 

He ultimately became Vice President of Underwriting and New Business.  Later, Bill worked for Maccabee’s Mutual as Vice President and Chief Underwriter and then joined First Colony Life as Vice President New Business Operations.

He was promoted to Senior Vice President.  In addition to Bill’s LUEC leadership, which I’ve already mentioned, he served the Institute on its Executive Committee and in many officer positions.

He led our organizations as our President a decade ago, 1990 to 1991.  Since then, Bill has served on the MIB Board of Directors and was Chair of the committee that developed the current MIB codes and reporting system. 

Obviously, that alone is a major legacy that supports underwriting and our industry.  Bill is presently Regional Vice President of Heritage Labs.  Along the way, he has also been published numerous times in Best Review, On The Risk, and other journals.

He has spoken at many regional meetings and HOLUA, chaired the local Medical Directors Club and found time to serve seven years in the United Sates Army Reserves, attaining the rank of Captain.

A leader in many civic organizations, Bill has been married to Nancy for 43 years.  They have four children and eight grandchildren.  Now, I’d like to ask Bill to come up and receive his award. 

