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I am told that Al Harding was born Harry Elroy Harding in Toronto, Canada before the adoption of the calendar.  We are not really sure how old Al is, but it really is immaterial.  For as long as I have known him, he has remained ageless in his attitude to relate to the underwriting community at large.

Al grew up in Toronto.  And following his graduation from Parkdale Collegiate Institute he went to work for the North American Life Insurance Company in the medical department and ultimately a situation was created whereby he got into underwriting.  Al tells me he never had any formal training in those days and it really showed.

At North American, Al played an important role, in the management of the underwriting function.  And after a brief span of 42 years of service he decided to retire.  I am told his retirement lasted 3 days, after which he joined Canadian Reassurance Company as a marketing consultant.  And as you know, every true underwriter would like to be reincarnated as a marketing office.

Well then, after 15 years with Canadian Re and over 60 years of employment, he decided on early retirement.  Al has been married for 55 years, has two daughters and five grandchildren.  And during all those years of working, he was very active in our industry.

First he was instrumental in organizing the Canadian Home Office Life Underwriters Association in 1949.  This was the start of organized underwriting in Canada and ultimately this organization underwent a name change to the Canadian Institute of Underwriting.  Al also played a part in supporting the Canadian Health Underwriting Organization. 

In 1954 Al joined the Institute of Home Office Underwriters and was elected to the Executive Committee.   In 1962 be became the first assistant convention secretary and proceeded through the chairs to the position of President in 1972 – 1973.  He has attended all by one Institute meeting from 1952 to 1989.  He attended the first meeting of the Home Office Life Underwriters Association in 1983.  

He has served on the Life Underwriting Education Committee in 1951.  He was on the Project Paper Committee 1973 to 1976.  Al was the first secretary of the Canadian Head Office Life Underwriters Association in 1949 – 1952 and went on to be their President in 1960 – 1961.  He’s been an active participant in the Canadian Reinsurance Conference from 1974 through 1989.  He received his FLMI in 1951 and is an honorary member of the Institute and Canadian Institute of Underwriting. 

When you look at Al’s record, you may say he has lived through what many of us would consider two underwriting careers.  When many of us think about early retirement today at 55, Al was just starting for the second time.  During his years he has contributed untold hours as an active industry participant on committees and speaking at major meetings. 

But more importantly than that, he’s been an ambassador for the industry in both Canada and the United States.  He has encouraged everyone he has touched to think about underwriting as a profession and to get involved and participate within the industry organizations in both countries.  I know without  his encouragement many of us may not have stayed in the profession or have chosen to be involved in organizations such as this one. 

He has experience underwriting form the pen and quill to the computer, and his attitude remains ageless.  Will you join me in recognizing one of the true gentlemen and patrons of our profession, winner of the 1993 Emmett Russell, Jr. Award:  Mr. Al Harding

